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The Eucharistic Sacrifice. A Historical and Theological 
Investigation of the Sacrificial Conception of the Holy 
Eucharist in the Christian Church. By Alfred G. Mor- 
timer. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1901. Pp. 
lxix + 605. #3- 
If one desires to enter the very adytum or inmost shrine of the 
high-church Anglican doctrine of the Lord's Supper, with all its 
traditional presuppositions and conclusions, this somewhat bulky 
volume of six hundred pages is a good vade mecum. Though wholly 
wanting in strictly critical research, it gives, along traditional lines, a 
very clear and substantially accurate re'sume' of the history of opinions 
on the subjects treated. The general trend of view of the early Fathers, 
from Irenseus on through Augustine down into the Middle Ages, is 
faithfully traced. The most suggestive part of the book is its account 
of recent German and French speculations. 

For the critical student, however, it cannot be said that this book 
has much value. It takes no note of the complete revolution that has 
recently taken place in the study of Christian origins. The radical 
character of the development of Christian dogma in the first hundred 
and fifty years after the death of Christ is wholly ignored. The theo- 
logical conceptions of the Greek Fathers like Irenseus and Origen are 
read into the New Testament, and are found even in Christ's own 
utterances. There is no just appreciation in the book from beginning 
to end of the law of historical evolution, either as to its vital power or 
its methods of working. As I have intimated, the book emanates from 
the intensely high-church Anglican wing of the English episcopate. 
Though the author is at present pastor of a church in America, he is an 
Englishman, not only by birth and education, but also in all his theo- 
logical views. His book is a good object-lesson to one who would 
study the path along which the ritualistic wing of the English Protes- 
tant established church is traveling straight toward Rome. Its doc- 
trine of the Lord's Supper is that of the Roman mass, with scarcely 
any disguise. The mystical sacramental veil which men like Canon 
Gore attempt to throw over the eucharistic elements is brushed rudely 
aside. The eucharist is a real, "proper," and repeated sacrifice of 
Christ himself. This really Roman dogma is assumed and shown, to 
the satisfaction of the writer, to rest on the teachings of Christ and 
his apostles, and on unanimous church tradition and authority. 

The real object of the book is to set forth and oppose a recently 
developed theory as to the exact character of the eucharistic sacrifice, 
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namely, whether its sacrificial efficacy is derived from Christ's death on 
the cross or from his present ascended body in heaven. The latter 
view is the one that has been lately advanced by certain German, 
French, and also English speculators, and which our author seeks to 
overthrow by an appeal to the testimony of church tradition. No 
doubt this appeal can be sustained, if the evolution of the eucharistic 
dogma is made to begin with Irenseus and the later Greek Fathers. 
Where the writer fails is in his whole doctrine of Christ himself and of 
his gospel. The chief impression left on the mind by this book is the 
utter materialism which pervades it. This materialism begins with its 
doctrine of sacrifice, which includes an outward material element, 
namely, blood, as essential to its completeness. Its position that 
Christ's sacrifice was completed on the cross, rather than continued in 
the ascended heavenly life, rests mainly on the same premise that the 
shedding of Christ's blood was the central feature of his sacrificial 
work. It was natural in such a discussion that the question should be 
raised whether the risen body was bloodless, and, if so, what became of 
the blood shed on the cross. On this point Mortimer quotes the 
comments of Alford and Bengel on Heb. 12;: 22-24. These com- 
mentators hold that the blood poured forth^from Christ's body was 
incorruptible and separate from his body in the grave, and remained 
so during the resurrection period, and at the ascension was transferred 
in its separate state to heaven, where it continued its atoning sacrificial 
function. The excursus of Bengel which Alford refers to and appar- 
ently follows implicity is a remarkable example of the materialism 
that inheres in the whole doctrine of the eucharistic sacrifice as held by 
traditional orthodoxy. I quote a single sentence : "Adscensionis tem- 
pore sejunctus a corpore sanguis in coelum est Hiatus." 

Levi L. Paine. 
Bangor Theological Seminary. 

Reconstruction in Theology. By Henry Churchill King. 
New York: Macmillan, 1900. Pp. xiii + 257. gi.50. 

The purpose of this book of 250 pages is well stated by the author 
in his preface : 

This book has been written with the earnest desire and hope that it may 
contribute something toward the forwarding of a movement already going on 
— a really spiritual reconstruction of theology in terms that should bring it 
home to our own day. The book aims, first, to show that such a reconstruc- 
tion is needed and demanded, because of the changed intellectual, moral, 



